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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-162) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. D CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with the applicants' attorney Mr. C. Richard Eby on 1 1/15/2005. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 7, line 16, after "nozzle", -extending beyond other structure of the 
applicator- has been inserted; line 23, after "nozzle", ~, the tubular cap- has been 
inserted; line 25, "extending beyond the distal end of the nozzle, the distal end" has 
been deleted. 

Claim 26, line 2, after "having", -a body with- has been Inserted; line 5, "an air 
cap comprising:" has been deleted, and -a tubular air cap- has been Inserted; line 6, "a 
tubular body" has been deleted. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 -7, 1 4-40 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for dispensing a coating material onto a 
substrate in combination with the other claimed limitations of claim 1 : 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,193 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3754 

"a cap disposed around the nozzle comprising a proximal end removably 
mounted to the body, and the distal end of the nozzle extending beyond a distal end of 
the cap." 

The prior art fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for dispensing a 
coating material onto a substrate in combination with the other claimed limitations of 
claim 7: 

"a taper at the distal end of the nozzle extending beyond other structure of the 
applicator; the tubular cap comprising a proximal end removably mounted to the body, 
and a distal end of the cap comprising a conical outer surface substantially conforming 
to the taper of the distal end of the nozzle, the cap forming with the extension and the 
nozzle a fluid path contiguous with the fluid passage, the fluid path having a fluid outlet 
at the distal end of the cap." 

The prior art fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for dispensing a 
coating material onto a substrate in combination with the other claimed limitations of 
claini 14: 

"an upper alignment guide disposed in the fluid path near the proximal ends of 
the extension and the cap, the upper alignment guide coaxially aligning the proximal 
ends of the extension and the cap; and a lower alignment guide disposed in the fluid 
path near the distal ends of the extension and the cap, the lower alignment guide 
coaxially aligning the distal ends of the extension and the cap." 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/697, 1 93 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3754 

The prior art fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for dispensing a 
coating material onto a substrate in combination with the other claimed limitations of 
claim 23: 

"a proximal end removably mounted to the body, upper splines extending inward 
from an inner surface at the proximal end of the cap, the upper splines coaxially aligning 
the respective proximal ends of the extension and the cap, a distal end, the distal end of 
the cap being coaxially aligned with the distal end of the extension by the lower." 

The prior art fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for dispensing a 
coating material onto a substrate in combination with the other claimed limitations of 
claim 26: 

"a tubular air cap disposed around the nozzle and comprising an inner surface, a 
proximal end removably mountable to the body, an alignment guide disposed on the 
inner surface at the proximal end of the cap for coaxially aligning the cap with the body." 

The prior art fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for dispensing a 
coating material onto a substrate in combination with the other claimed limitations of 
claim 31: 

"a tubular extension comprising a proximal end adapted to be removably 
mounted to the body, a distal end, and an alignment guide disposed at the distal end of 
the extension and adapted to coaxially align the extension with the cap." 

Further, the prior art fails to disclose or render obvious an applicator for 
dispensing a coating material onto a substrate in combination with the other claimed 
limitations of claim 38: 
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"a cap disposed around the nozzle comprising a proximal end removably 
mounted to the body, a distal end comprising tapered inner and outer surfaces forming 
a conical cross-sectional profile substantially conforming with the tapered distal end of 
the nozzle." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frederick C. Nicolas whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-4931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner }py telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Y. Mar, can be reached on 571-272-4906. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 




